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Dear Readers!

We would like to present you a special English-
language issue  of  our  periodical  "Bulletin  of  Research 
and  Development  Centre  for  Renovation  and  
Conservation". 

In  this  issue  we  are  giving  you  a  variety  of  
articles that were published in Polish-language Bulletin  
between  years 2010 and 2012 related to the scope of the 
Centre activities:  art  conservation research,  restoration  
and renovation of movable and architectural monuments,  
organization  of  conferences  and  trainings,  and  also 
projects realisation. 

We hope you enjoy this issue!
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About  RESELTAM project

The  project  RESELTAM  (“RESELTAM: 
Development  of  web-bases  education  module  for  the 
craftsmen  working  in  restoration  sector  to  receive  a 
vocational  training  according  to  European  Quality 
Standardization”)  began  in  2007  and  was  implemented 
during two years until 2009. The project was developed in 
the  frame of  the  Development  of  Innovation  Multi-lateral 
projects of Leonardo da Vinci Programme within the funding 
organization  EACEA  (European  Commission  Education, 
Audiovisual  and  Culture  Executive  Agency).  Indeed,  the 
collaboration of 7 European organizations and other silent 
partners aimed at responding to the education needs of the 
craftsmen in restoration sector with the production of an e-
Learning training system.

The project was handled with Vocational Education 
Training provider organizations that collaborated to the main 
production of the e-Learning training system and of other 
outcomes of several types: the Website of RESELTAM, the 
Bazaar (database) and Forum communication tools, and the 
Handbook for the e-Learning system and presentation of the 
project. The e-Learning system, divided into four sections, 

provides a detailed education in Masonry, Metal, Stone and 
Wood based on the needs of the craftsmen working in the 
restoration  sector.  This  education  has  been  elaborated 
considering attentively the target group (craftsmen) and the 
relative professional sector, with the help of analyses held at 
a  large-scale  in  the  partners’ countries  (France,  Germany, 
Italy,  Poland,  Switzerland  and  Turkey).  After  the 
development of the e-Learning content, it was tested during 
a  piloting  stage  in  order  to  ensure  the  quality  and 
convenience of the system and the training created. All these 
tools and outcomes are open and ready to use for receiving 
training and further information. 
                                                                                  

1  Students participating in the testing phase of  RESELTAM 
project.
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The  partners  involved  in  the  RESELTAM project 
followed  the  long-term  objective  of  increasing  the 
standardization  of  craftsmen’s  education  levels  in  the 
European  region.  Their  cooperation  to  the  project 
contributed to the promotion of innovation and education in 
the  professional  field.  The  multi-language  criteria  were 
respected  so  as  to  encourage  the  highest  impact  of  the 
project’s results.

Restoration of the main altar in church in 
Kępnica

Research and Development Centre  for  Renovation 
and Conservation finished conservation and restoration work 
on  main  altar  in  the  Assumption  of  Mary  Church  in 
Kępnica.  The  work  was  held  since  April  2009  to 
November 2009. 

The  altar  was 
made in  XVIII century 
probably  by  local 
Silesia craftsman. Since 
then  it  was  repaired 
several  times.   Those 
works, however, did not 
stop  the  altar 
degradation, which was 
caused mainly by insect 
larvae but only hide its 
still getting worse state. 

The  previous 
reparation  of  the  altar 
consist  of  its 
overpainting, which the 
last was beige layer and 
greenish  varnish  in 
gilded parts.  The voids 
in carver elements were 
covered  by  canvas 

stiffen by  thick layer of dense golden varnish.  Finally, 
during  church  refit  it  was  necessary to  take  down  the 
wooden ears of the altar and because their weakness one 
decided not to install them back.

It was critical moment for the altar future. To the 

workshop  delivered  altar  elements  holding  together 
merely on grouts.  It  was necessary to remove the large 
amount of rotten wood from the back side, saturate the 
rest by epoxy resigns and fill the voids. The largest and 
the  heaviest  ornaments  were  additionally strengthen  by 
plywood from the back.

Afterwards,  several  overpaiting  layers  were 
removed   and  the  original  dark  red   marbling  was 
discovered.  Its  state  of  preservation  required  the 
reparation of grout layer as well as polychromic layer.

Also gilded elements were in bad condition. The 
grouts  were  cracked  and  disrupted  probably  because  of 
large humidity changes. One decided to remove them thus 
the whole elements had to be re-covered by several layers 
of grout and polished. Then the surface was covered by 
special clay mixed with glue (pulment) and gilded with 
gold and silver in leaves.

Moreover the main painting of the altar required 
restoration because it  was  terned in its  lower  part.  The 
tear was previously glued with starchy glue, that shrinks 
during  drying  what  caused  deformation  of  the  painting 
canvas.  Since deformations of the canvas is difficult to 
remove  because  it  has 
tendency to  "remember" 
the  bends,  the  painting 
had  to  be dublagge  i.e. 
glued on second canvas. 

All  the  works 
saved  the  altar  and 
reconstruction  of  gilded 
surfaces and   uncovered 
the  original   marbling 
restored  to  its  original 
splendor.

CBEK

ie CONSTGLASS
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   Photo 4: The altar after 
restoration

Photo 3:  The tear of  the canvas of the main altar  
painting after cleaning and straightening

Photo 1: The altar before 
restoration without wooden ears

Photo 2: The condition gilded elements after removing 
golden varnish



The Centre in CONSTGLASS project 
CONSTGLASS  (Conservation 

Materials for Stained Glass Windows) 
is the European 3-year research project 

 that  began  in  2007,  with  the 
participation  of  11  partners  from  7 
countries  such  as  Germany,  Belgium, 
United Kingdom, and also Poland - by 
Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow. 

The  research  activities  deal  with 
the  evaluation  of  conservation 
treatments  performed  in  the  last  five 
decades  on  outstanding  European 
stained  glass  windows  from  the 

cathedrals of Cologne, Canterbury, Chartres, Le Mans and 
Bourges, complemented by studies of glass in museum and 
other locations.

Studies  document  the  degradation  behavior  of 
conservation materials,  in  particular  coatings,  consolidants 
and adhesives as well as their impact on the works of art. 
Object  studies  and  advanced  analytical  and  imaging 
techniques  are  being  integrated  into  a  newly-developed 
documentation  scheme.   Deterioration  effects  are  being 
investigated  by  nano-computed  tomography  (CT),  phase-
contrast CT, Raman spectroscopy, infrared spectroscopy and 
other methods.  The threat of microbial impact to glass and 
conservation  materials  is  being  determined.   Risk 
assessments, reversibility and re-treatability trials investigate 
the future  behavior  of  these conservation materials.   New 
inorganic  consolidates  for  stabilization  of  internally 
fractured glass or fragile glass paint are being evaluated. 

Research and Development Centre  for Renovation 
and Conservation in cooperation with Academy of Fine Arts 
in Krakow, took part in one of the stage of CONSTGLASS 
project.  It  was  accelerated  agening  of  commercially 
available  glues  to  prepare  them  to  further  research  to 
determine their usefulness to stained glass conservation.

One prepared two sets of samples, that included i.a.: 
epoxy resigns, epidians, paraloids and silicons. One set was 
the one that aged, the second one - the reference set - was 
not treated at all. The accelerated ageing of the samples was 
conducted in  Atlas  UV2000 Fluorescent  UV/Condensation 
Weathering Device. The research lasted two months and it 
included  consecutive  cycles:  4  h  of  UV-B  radiation  in 
temperature  of  60  degrees  Celsius,  4  h   water  vapor 

condensation in temperature 50 degrees Celsius and 16 h of 
relaxation.  Degradation  of  the  samples  compared  to  the 
reference  set,  was  determined  by  scanning  electron 
microscope, optical microscope and other methods.

On  14th  Mai  2010  in  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  in 
Krakow  took  place  nationwide  CONSTGLASS  seminary 
where  were  presented  i.a.:  objectives  and  course  of  the 
project, results of research of new consolidates for glass and 
main  guidelines  for  stained  glass  conservators.  Also  the 
results of ageing tests conducted in Nysa were showed.

The  results  and  conclusions  of  the  project  were 
presented  and  discussed  at  the  ending  conference  on  27-
28.05.2010  in Romont, Switzerland.

I Graduates Reunion

On 28th June 2010 in  Research and Development 
Centre  for  Renovation  and  Conservation took  place  I 
Graduates Reunion of Conservation and Restoration of Fine 
Arts faculty of  the School of Higher  Vocational Education 
in Nysa. This event was not only the opportunity to meet but 
also  the  occasion  of  theoretical  and  practical  training  on 
modern conservatory techniques. 

The participants attended in practical workshop on 
laser cleaning, the usage of high-vacuum table and scanning 
electron microscope as a tool in conservatory diagnosis. 

RESELTAM follow-up 
After  the  success  of  RESELTAM project  the new 

version  of  the  program  was  prepared  as  its  follow-up. 
Research  and  Development  Centre  for  Renovation  and 
Conservation takes part also within this new project.

RESELTAM  II  project  which  aims  to  create  an 
environment  for  sharing  good  knowledge  and  practices 
within the restoration – conservation training institutions and 
craftsmen who work in the same sector, was created due to 
the  problems  of  restoration  works  which  were  caused  by 
uneducated craftsmen. The RESELTAM II is based on LdV 
Multilateral  –  Development  of  Innovation  Project  called 
RESELTAM (Development of web-based education module 
for the craftsmen working in restoration sector to receive a 
vocational  training  according  to  European  Quality 
Standardization)  which  aimed  to  reinforce  the  education 
level  of  craftsmen  as  the  weakest  ring  in  restoration,  by 
using  new  methodologies,  and  to  build  up  a  module  of 
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Photo 1: Epoxy resign - reference sample- SEM 
image

Photo 2: Epoxy resign - sample after ageing test -  
SEM image



education  in  European  standards  by  trying  to  grasp  the 
common points  between different  applications in  different 
countries. The main product of this project was an eLearning 
system  which  provides  a  theoretical  education.  With 
RESELTAM II,  it  is  planned  to  bring  the craftsmen from 
different  countries  to  exchange their  knowledge  and good 
practices.   Besides,    recording  these  exchanges,  a  visual 
training tool was created and adapted to the eLearning.

A series of workshops will be realized in the project 
and in each workshop, the craftsmen, craftsmen candidates, 
teachers, trainers or managers of the restoration-conservation 
schools from all partner countries come together and work 
on specific restoration – conservation application techniques 
of the host country. Within the workshops, the participants 
will  have  chance  to  learn  the  materials,  traditions, 
application techniques, cultural approaches and terminology 
from each other.

"Historic buildings and their surroundings" 
conference

The  conference  "Historic  buildings  and  their 
surroundings  -  conservation,  renovation,  landscaping. 
Selected  issues  of  monuments  conservation"  was  held  on 
27th  September  2010. It  was  organized  by  Research  and 
Development  Centre  for  Renovation  and  Conservation in 
cooperation  with  Regional  Conservator  in  Opole  and 
Diocesan Conservator in Opole. 

The  conference  concerned  subjects  of  restoration 
and preservation of monuments, especial taking into account 
sacral buildings.

Conservatory research of elevation of Sts. Peter 
and Paul Church in Nysa

Research and Development Centre  for Renovation 
and  Conservation  performed stratigraphical  and  chemical 
analysis of elevation of Sts. Peter and Paul Church
in Nysa as the part of conservatory documentation before its 
renovation.

The  church  of 
Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  is 
considered as the most 
magnificent  example 
of baroque
architecture in Nysa. It 
was  built  between  the 
years  1720  and  1727. 
The walls are made of 
bricks and plaster. The 
facades  are  richly 
decorated  and 
harmonized.  The  role 
of  the  main  facade 
performs  south 
elevation  with  almost 
palatial  character 
which  is  included  in 
the  urban  buildings 
row.

The  plaster  on the  walls  was  originally  smoothed 
and also textured. Secondary layers of plaster have been left 
without paint layer or covered with lime. In its present state, 

they are very dirty, covered partly with moss and lichen. In 
many places there are dangerous disruption of the bricks.

During  the  initial  recognition,  numerous  step-like 
outcrops have been made to determine the original layers of 
paint and plaster composition. It  turned out that under the 
currently visible layers of mud, mortar, or lime the original 
plaster  with  layers  of  paint  are  preserved.  For  laboratory 
analysis,  samples  of  mortar  from  the  ornaments,  joints 
between bricks, pilasters and flat parts from hard to reach 
places  -  where  the  most  likely  original  layers  can  be 
preserved - were taken.

To study the mortar, 5 samples from various parts of 
the church facade have been taken. During the analysis, the 
composition of the mortars was determined. Also the general 
characteristics of mortars were described: colour, strength, 
structure and characteristics of components - the aggregate 
and the binder. The characteristics resulting from the method 
of mortars manufacture such as macropores or lumps of lime 
binder were examined. This allowed the distinction between 
mortars even if they do not differ significantly in quantity.

The second part of the study was to determine the 
stratigraphy of paint layers and plaster to specify the original 
colour  of  the  facade.  During  the  recognition,  samples  for 
laboratory tests have been collected to confirm the chemical 
composition of each layer which helps during their dating.
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Photo 1: South elevation 

Photo 2: Destruction of ornaments

Photo 3: One of the outcrops. Under present layer one can  
see blueish layer, lime wash and original ochre layer



RESELTAM II - two workshops
RESELTAM  II  (Sharing  knowledge  and  good 

practices between the craftsmen in  restoration sector)  is  a 
European  Union  project  supported  by  Lifelong  Learning 
Leonardo  da  Vinci  Partnership  Programme  held  between 
2010-2012. The project  aims to  strengthen the knowledge 
and skills of the craftsmen who work in restoration sector by 
meeting with the colleagues in other countries and working 
together.

A series of workshops will be realized in the project 
by  the  collaboration  of  the  partners;  Pera  Fine  Arts 
Education Center from Turkey, Palazzo Spinelli per l’Arte e 
Il  Restauro  Associazione  no  profit  from  Italy,  Ecole 
d’Avignon  from France,  the  School  of  Higher  Vocational 
Education in  Nysa from Poland and Escuela  Andaluza da 
Restauracion from Spain.

All workshops will be recorded and produced as a 
series  of  short  films  and  will  be  added  to  the  eLearning 
system  to  provide  practical  information  besides  the 
theoretical  information  to  the  craftsmen  to  improve  their 
skills and knowledge.

First workshop took place in Turkey (November –
December 2010)  and it  focused  specific  subjects  such  as: 
Horasan plaster, sandblasting, Paraloid B 72, shellac varnish 
application on “Kundekari” doors and windows, panel strip 
on wooden ceiling, “Bagdadi” walls and metal cleaning. 

Second Granada Workshop in Spain (March 2011) 
concerned:  ceramics  /  pottery  restoration,  restoration  of 
archeological  materials,  Mudejar  framework  and  wood 
restoration,  mud wall  technique and restoration of  ancient 
constructions,  local  traditional  stone  pavement  made  of 
black and white pebbles (Empedrado Artistico Granadino), 
wickerwork and its use for the restoration of furniture and 
intervention on wood restoration.

Next workshops will take place:
Italy/Florence - July 2011,
France/Avignon - October 2011.

The  last  workshop  within  RESELTAM  II  project 
will be in Poland (April 2012).

History of object vs. consrevatory research - 
Black Madonna from Nasiedle

The  painting  which  is  a  copy  of  Our  Lady  of 
Częstochowa arrived to the church in Nasiedle in 1736 with 
the priest Kladivo, who received it from parishioners from 

Hulczina after their return from Częstochowa1.  For a time, 
the painting remain forgotten until a carpenter from Nasiedle 
interested in it. He had to construct a cabinet or a frame to 
"greater  respect"  of  the  painting.  At  the  same  time  some 
nobleman gave the carpenter another painting for framing. 
The second painting, according the will of the owner, had to 
be hung in nearby forest. A servant took the painting from 
the  carpenter  and  hung  it  on  the  tree  chosen  by  the 
nobleman. It found out, that by mistake the painting of the 
priest Kladivo get to the forest. The pastor decided, that Our 
Lady chose this place and the painting remained there till 
1750. 

Since  1750  in  historical  texts,  the  painting  is 
described as painted in oil by an unknown artist in the shape 
of  polygon  measuring  50x75cm. Descriptions  also  report 

about  overpainting 
of  the  artwork  done 
as its "restoration" in 
1855  and  another 
overpainting   done 
by Łukasz Mrzygłód 
from Nysa  in  1945. 
During  the  second 
restoration  the 
painting  was  glued 
to  second  canvas, 
cleaned  and   voids 
were  filled.  The 
artist  repainted  and 
conformed  the 
painting to Our Lady 
of Piekary2.

The painting in the 
register  of 
monuments  appears 

as  "Our  Lady of  Częstochowa" with  date  of  origin  about 
1736. It was delivered to Research and Development Centre 
for Renovation and Conservation at the end of 2010, where 
it was examined and initially recognition before maintenance 
work.(Photo 1).

Although the title suggest the similarity to „Black 
Madonna” the painting does not look like it at all. Because 
the overpainting was done long time ago no one was able to 
determine the condition or even whether the Baroque copy 
of Our Lady of Częstochowa still exist under the repainting.
Thus,  it  was  decided  to  examine  the  painting  by  non-
destructive methods:  X-ray and IR reflectography. In  both 
cases one was able to see some differences in paint layers: 
shifted faces details,  outlines, etc. (Photo 2). Moreover, as 
the  results  of  non-destructive  techniques  were  black  and 
white images, the outcrops shown not only the details shifts 
but also the various colours of robes.  
Unfortunately, the condition of uncovered fragments of the 
painting was very uneven. Lower parts were slightly better 
preserved. Faces  very poorly which was the major cause of 

1  K.F.Reittenharth. Kronika Parafii Nasiedle T.II  p.3 after: Ks. 
Karol Hoinka, Kult Obrazu Matki Bożej Nasiedlańskiej w latach 
1736-1998, Opole 1998, p 28

2  E. Kucharz. Hodegetrie jasnogórskie na Śląsku Opolskim. Opole 
1995. p. 29 after: Ks. Karol Hoinka, Kult Obrazu Matki Bożej 
Nasiedlańskiej w latach 1736-1998, Opole 1998, p 33
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Participants of the first RESELTAM II workshop in 
Turkey

Photo 1: Before restoration



 the  decision  to 
leave  all 
overpaintings 
except  abortive 
retouching  form 
1996. 
Another  reason 
was the knowledge 
of  conservatory 
methods  applied 
by  Łukasz 
Mrzygłód. He 
overpainted 
artworks  only  in 
very  justified 
cases,  respecting 
the  original 
historic matter.
During 
conservatory 

works, after removing two(!) suppporrting canvases, it found 
out that also the original size of the painting was different 
i.e.  smaller.   The  upper  and  the  lower  insets  in  form  of 
trapezoids  are  made  of  finer  wave  cloth.  Thus,  historical 
descriptions about the size of  50x75cm had to apply to the 
state after the first overpainting from the mid-XIX century.

Modern stained glass conservation
On  17th  November  2011  took  place  the  seminar 

"The basis of modern stained glass conservation" organized 
by  Research and Development Centre  for  Renovation and 
Conservation in Nysa.

During  this  event  speeches  were  delivered  by i.a. 
the  representative  of  Regional  Conservator  in  Opole and 
members  of  CVMA Poland.  They  raised  the  subjects  of 
legal  issues  of  monuments  conservation,  problems  of 
preservation and restoration of stained glasses, international 
guidelines  of   CVMA and  practical  works  on  historical 
stained glasses.

CVMA (CORPUS VITREARUM MEDII AEVI) is 
the  international  research  project  dedicated  to  recording 
medieval  stained  glass.  The  The  CVMA was  founded  in 
1949  and  currently  has  committees  in  twelve  countries 
(Austria,  Belgium,  Canada,  Germany,  Great  Britain,  Italy, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Spain with Catalonia, Switzerland, 
United States of America) and associate committees in two 
countries  (Portugal  and  Russia).  Nearly  one  hundred 
volumes  have  been  published  to  date,  including 
comprehensive  survey  volumes  for  Scandinavia  and 
Czechoslovakia.  The  international  CVMA  has  its  own 
website, with information in the three official languages of 
the CVMA (English, French and German), including details 
of the current international committee and an outline history 
of the project. 

The  CVMA’s  guidelines  on  organization  and 
publication were drawn up at  what  was denoted the third 
colloquium  in  Cologne  (1957).  They  were  subsequently 
revised  on  a  number  of  occasions,  and  a  second  edition 
edition was issued following the Vienna colloquium in 1983. 
The  third  and  most  recent  edition  was  issued  in  2001 
following the Bristol colloquium in 2000.

Agreement with Auschwitz-Birkenau State 
Museum

On  23.09.2011  in  School  of  Higher  Vocational 
Education  in  Nysa  the  agreement  between  Research  and 
Development  Centre  for  Renovation  and  Conservation  in 
Nysa and Auschwitz - Birkenau State Museum was signed.

The agreement provides cooperation in conducting 
scientific  research  in  the  field  of  conservation  and 
preservation of monuments of  KL Auschwitz - Birkenau as 
well as implementation of new technologies, data processing 
and obtained results interpretation. 
The objectives of the agreement will be implemented by:

• scientific research, 
• conferences, symposiums 
• combined search for financing sources 
• exchange of information, publications and scientific 

documentations 
• students practices, 
• conservatory projects and technical expertises.

Signed  agreement  is  a  result  of  previous  successful 
collaboration between Research and Development Centre for 
Renovation  and  Conservation  in  Nysa  and   Auschwitz  - 
Birkenau State Museum.

Anticorrosive products study

First scientific research conducted by Research and 
Development  Centre  for  Renovation  and  Conservation  in 
Nysa  in  cooperation  with Auschwitz  -  Birkenau  State 
Museum concerned the study of anticorrosive substances for 
metal  objects  stored  in  external  conditions  based  on 
observations and conclusions recently conducted restoration 
of the inscription "Arbeit Mach Frei". 

The scope of the research included comparison of 
the  anticorrosive  effectiveness  of  the  several  dozen  of 
commercially available and used in conservation substances. 
The study process contained long-time exposition of samples 
covered by these substances under controlled conditions in 
Fluorescent UV/Condensation Weathering Device. 

Degradation of the samples surfaces was determined 
by  scanning  electron  microscope   as  well  as  optical 
microscope.
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Photo 2: X-ray image

Photo 1: Sample during ageing test cicles - optical 
microscope image



The  results  will  be  important  directive  during 
preparation  of  conservation  methods  of  museum  objects 
made of metal.

Memorial plaque in Karłowice - restoration
Marble  memorial  plaque  of  priest  doctor  Jan 

Dzierżon in Karłowice was made in 1956. It is covered by 
the  engraved  inscription 
almost  entirely.  The  letters 
were  gilded  with  gold  in 
leaves  on  mikstion  (Photo 
1)
The  stone,  called 

Zygmuntówka,  is  dense 
limestone  commonly 
referred  as  marble,  comes 
from deposit in Chęciny.
The  board  was  in  fairly 

good condition.  Its  surface 
and structure did not show 
the  weathering 
characteristics.  However, 
the stone  lost its gloss and 

become dull thus the inscription was less visible. Dull stone 
is  more  exposed  to  weather  conditions  due  to  greater 
absorption of water.

Around the plaque, the 10cm-wide strip of glue or 
wax remains soiling was visible giving darker marble effect 

(see: Photo 2). 
Due  to  relatively 

good  state  of 
preservation,  no  cracks 
or  signs  of  weakening 
the stone structure it was 
decided to do restoration 
works  in-situ.  First, 
using a scalpel, the strip 
of soiling was removed. 

The  rest  of  the 
surface  was  cleaned 
from  paint  and  mortar 
stains  that  occurred 
during recently

completed  elevation 
renovation.  Some  parts 
polished  with  fine 
sandpaper. Next, the surface 
was  chemically  cleaned 
with  agent  based  on 
nonionic  surfactants 
(Lithofin)  neutralized  with 
water. Afterwards, when the 
stone dried, the surface was 
covered by protecting layer 
of  organosilicon  product 
(Tenax) that made the stone 
darken and lessen its  water 
absorption.

The  visual  effect  of 
applying the final layer is also greater contrast between stone 
and letters, that makes inscription more readable (Photo 3).

 CONSARCH intensive course
From  18  to  31  March  2012,  as  part  of  LLP 

ERASMUS programme, students of Architecture faculty of 
School  of  Higher  Vocational  Education  in  Nysa and their 
colleagues from Germany, Italy, Spain and France took part 
in  the  intensive  course  entitled  "CONSARCH" 
(Conservation in Architecture). The aim of the course was to 
propose solutions for the revitalization of the slaughterhouse 
old building located in Nysa.

The project involved more than 30 foreign students 
and 15 students of the Institute of Architecture of School of 
Higher Vocational Education in Nysa. The tutors and leading 
workshops  were  professors  of  architecture  and  art 
conservation  from  partner  universities:  Hochschule 
Lausitz/Cottbus  (Germany),  Universita  Della  Calabria 
(Italy),  Ecole  Nationale  Superieure  D'architecture  de 
Strasbourg (France), University of Granada (Spain). 

The course was indeed a workshop with theoretical 
lectures  and  presentations  of  practical  revitalizations  and 
adaptations  of  historic  buildings.  It  involved  a 
multidisciplinary approach to improve the knowledge about 
conservation issues in work of the future architects.
The result of students work was accessible also for residents 
of the city because it was presented by mapping projection 
on  the slaughterhouse building.
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Photo 1: Before restoration

Photo 2: Effect of soiling  
removing

Photo 3: After restoration

Photo 2: The same as in Photo 1 - after ageing tests

Participants of the course during the workshop



RESELTAM II in Poland
On  22-25  April  School  of  Higher  Vocational 

Education in  Nysa hosted the last  edition of  the series  of 
international  workshops  within  RESELTAM  II  project 
(Sharing  knowledge  and  good  practices  between  the 
craftsmen in restoration sector). During past two years took 
place five workshops,  which were attended by nearly 100 
professionals  and  students  of  Conservation  faculties  from 
partner institutions.

Participants  coming  from  the  main  Conservatory 
Institutions in Europe: Granada in Spain, Avignon in France, 
Istanbul in Turkey and Florence in Italy, had the opportunity 
to know polish technologies and techniques of conservation 
and restoration in tree cities strongly connected with Polish 
art and history i.e. Krakow, Oświęcim and Nysa.

The  first  day  of  the  workshop,  held  in  Krakow, 
focused issues of stained glass  restoration such as: the most 
common  types  of  stained  glass  damages,  recommended 
practices,  protective  glazing  systems.  Moreover,  during 
practical  workshops,  simple  methods  of  making  stained 
glass  were  presented.  Visiting  the  Old  Town  was  an 
opportunity  to  present  examples  of  specific  solutions  for 
stained glass in Poland, as well as a chance for discussion. 

The next day the participants went to  Auschwitz - 
Birkenau State Museum in Oświęcim to see the problems of 
sustainable  conservation.  The  difficulty  of  taking  care  of 
large amount of exhibits to preserve them as a monument of 
destruction of  hundreds thousands of  human beings,  were 
much appreciated by the attendees. 

The subject of the third day of the workshop, which 
was  held  at  Research  and  Development  Centre  for 
Renovation and Conservation in Nysa, became: the analysis 
and  study  of  historical  materials  using  scanning  electron 
microscopy,   usage  of  infrared  camera  as  well  as  the 

practical  application  of  lasers  in  objects  cleaning.  In 
addition,  participants  had  the  opportunity  to  try  gilding 
techniques. 

About DECORUM project 
On  1st  October  2012,  the  School  of  Higher 

Vocational  Education  in  Nysa joined  DECORUM  project 
that  was  created  and  developed  by  Ecole  d'Avignon  in 
France.  The  project  is  co-financed  by  EU's  Culture 
Programme 2007-2013 and the region Provence-Alpes-Cote 
d'Azur. 

The aim of the project is to develop methodology of 
cataloguing of mural paintings in domestic architecture, in 
countries that joined the project. The project points out that 
the  wall  paintings  found  in  castles,  palaces  and  private 
residences are underrated cultural heritage, not only at the 
national, but also in European level.

In addition there will be created the web site with 
database accessible for art conservators and other specialists 
to compare the styles and techniques among the countries. 
Another  product  of  the  product  will  be  the  illustrated 
publication with mural paintings which will rise their value 
and historic importance.
In the first partnership meeting held on  19.11-20.11.2012 in 
Avignon  partners  set  timetable  of  the  project  which,  in 
addition to developing an experimental database of historical 
murals  located  in  private  properties,  involves  also  three 
working meetings.  One of there meetings will take place in 
Research  and  Development  Centre  for  Renovation  and 
Conservation in Nysa in September 2013.
The project has experimental character and its products and 
results  may  will  be  in  the  future  a  point  of  reference  in 
cataloguing , often falling in to decline, wall paintings. 

Research and Development Centre for Renovation and Conservation
within the School of Higher Vocational Education in Nysa

48-300 Nysa, ul. Obrońców Tobruku 5 
tel. 77 409 16  88, fax 77 409 16 81 

centrumkonserwacji@pwsz.nysa.pl     
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Photo 1:Making stained glass during workshop held in 
Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow

Photo 2: Discussion in Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum 
laboratory

mailto:CentrumKonserwacji@pans.nysa.pl

