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Exchange Partner Information Sheet 08/09


	Name of Institution:
	University of Sunderland


	Institution website:
	www.sunderland.ac.uk

	Course/Module Catalogue website:
	http://school.sunderland.ac.uk/international/study-abroad/studying-at-sunderland/study-abroad-choosing-classes

	Approximate student population:
	15,000 on-campus students

	Description of Institution (including any main strengths, specialist areas etc):
	Sunderland is a modern university, at the heart of a vibrant city in the North East of England, and offers an ideal learning environment for overseas students. We are proud to have award-winning facilities, including our new Media Centre, which is home to students of Journalism, Public Relations, TV, Radio, Video and New Media Production.  Our university has a national and international reputation for developing programmes that meet the needs of globalisation of industry, commerce, science and the arts, the University of Sunderland is building ever-stronger links with partners across the world.   
The University of Sunderland is based on two main sites and is well equipped with modern learning and leisure facilities.  On the north bank of the River Wear, the Sir Tom Cowie Campus at St Peter's is at the heart of the university's development plans. Sunderland Business School, the impressive David Goldman Informatics Centre, and the brand new Media Centre are all based at this riverside location. A total investment of over £50m provides some of the best learning and support facilities in the country.  At the University's City Campus we have made a multi-million pound investment to create our new The Gateway a 'one stop shop' for student services and information on our City Campus. It enables students to tap in to resources and help - from careers and financial advice to welfare, accommodation and student support. It also provides an attractive open access learning space and catering facilities helping students to get the most out of student life. Other state-of-the-art facilities include the impressive Murray Library and the science complex, a modern range of laboratories for students undertaking science programmes.  The university’s acclaimed glass and ceramics teaching and research are based in the National Glass Centre. 
Our study abroad and exchange programmes are flexible and you can choose to study at Sunderland for one or two semesters (there are some restrictions) before returning home to resume your studies.

	City/Town Information (including proximity places of interest, sporting opportunities etc):
	Sunderland offers an exciting mix of experiences. Located at the heart of the great North East, Sunderland can offer both a great social scene and cultural attractions as well as mile upon mile of great golden beaches.  With over 300,000 residents, it is the largest city between Leeds & Edinburgh.

The city is a place full of history, from the earliest Christian settlements through to the industrial heritage of shipbuilding, heavy industry and glass blowing. It was from here that Sunderland built ships left for destinations across the world and here where England's first stained glass was produced 1300 years ago.
Today Sunderland is a major centre for automotive engineering and Japanese manufacturer Nissan has its most efficient European factory here.  Sunderland is now officially, one of the seven most ‘IT intelligent’ communities in the world and a recent study rated it one of the UK’s top five ‘places to do business with’.
One of England's newest cities, Sunderland has gone through a period of regeneration and renewal, making it an aspiring and dynamic part of the North East. Close to the coast, and only a short distance from Newcastle, modern Sunderland is alive with cultural possibilities, and has a great range of bars, restaurants and clubs.
The city centre has beautiful parks, restored historic buildings and a first-class modern shopping area.  Landmarks include the impressive Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens, and the National Glass Centre. Another is the magnificent Stadium of Light, home to Sunderland AFC.
Sunderland is one of the few coastal cities in the UK which has a marina, offering a wide range of water sports.  Those who enjoy a more relaxed pace can walk along the riverside promenade, which links the university campus and the marina & has a range of sculptures along its length.
The Tyne & Wear rapid transit rail system – the metro – is quick and easy for students to use to travel around the city and to other parts of the surrounding region.  Some of the most beautiful countryside in the North East is within easy travelling distance.  An efficient train service from the city means the historic cities of Durham, Newcastle, York & Edinburgh are within easy reach.  Budget airlines such as RyanAir, Jet 2 and Easyjet operate from Newcastle Airport which makes it a fantastic base from which to explore Europe. 
The people of Sunderland are known for their warmth and friendliness, so students soon feel at home and can take part in the life of a city that still has a strong sense of community. 

	Study Abroad Officer Details:
	Name: Miss Kathryn Sayers
Address: International Office, 5th Floor Edinburgh Building, City Campus, Chester Road, Sunderland, SR1 3SD, UK
Email: kathryn.sayers@sunderland.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 191 515 3544
Fax: +44 191 515 2147

	2008/09 Term Dates:

	Dates for 2008/09 to be confirmed.
2007/08 academic dates:

Orientation week
17th – 21st September 2007

Semester 1

24th September 2007 – January 25th 2008

(Christmas Break
17th December 2007 – 4th January 2008)

Semester 2

28th January 2008 – 21st June 2008

(Easter Break

31st March 2008 – 19th April 2008)

	Orientation Programme Details:
	One week orientation programme in the week prior to classes commencing specifically for study abroad and exchange students.  To include a welcome to the University, its facilities and services; registration; meeting with academic tutor.  Also social activities and day trip to help students settle in.

	Accommodation (on/off campus, approximate cost if applicable etc):
	Study Abroad and Exchange Students will be housed in Clanny House.  The accommodation is modern, comfortable, self-catered with internet access and very competitively priced.
On-site support:

· 24 hour security

· A residential team made up of a Hall Manager, Senior Resident Tutor & Resident Student Assistants to help you adjust to your new environment and discuss any issues or problems you may have
· Essentials – you can purchase a bedding pack for £20

· Laundry facilities on-site

· Free mini bus link operated by the Student’s Union

	Approximate cost of living:


	Living in Sunderland has its advantages, as it is one of the cheapest places to live and study in the country!
Below is an approximate guide to the basic costs:

Accommodation (if applicable): £250 per month
Bills: £15 per month
Food: £50-£100 per month

Study Costs: £20 per month (essential books, course materials)

Social life: £80+ per month

Travel costs: £20+ per month
Mobile Phone: £15 - £40

	Any extra information:
	Link to city council website with video on Sunderland & University:
http://www.sunderland.gov.uk/Public/Editable/Themes/marketing/video/ 
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